
PROMOTIONAL SUPPLEMENT

WHY CHOOSE BEEFMASTER?
•  Crossbreeding 
Research has shown that 
crossbreeding beef cattle 
offers two primary advantages 
over using a single breed:
– Crossbred animals exhibit 
heterosis (hybrid vigour);
– Crossbred animals combine the 
strengths of the different breeds 
used in the breeding process.

The goal of a well-designed, 
systematic crossbreeding 
programme is to optimise the 
advantages of heterosis and breed 
complementarity. Improved 

The Beefmaster breed was 
developed by Tom Lasater in the 
US during the Great Depression 
of the 1930s, which was 
accompanied by a devastating 
drought. These conditions 
inspired him to develop a breed 
that would be adaptable and 
still produce meat and calves 
under difficult conditions. 

By crossbreeding animals with 
different traits and genes from 
a common base and selecting 
only the best, he produced a 
breed that continues to go from 
strength to strength worldwide. 

Lasater had six selection criteria: 
weight, conformation, milking 
ability, fertility, hardiness and 
disposition. These are all crucial 
in cattle breeding and should 
be implemented for any breed. 

The Beefmaster breed has many positive attributes, such as hybrid vigour, and South African 
producers can benefit from their fast growth rate and the premium prices they fetch at auctions.
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ABOVE: 
The Beefmaster 
breed does 
well all over 
Southern Africa, 
such as these 
Beefmaster- cross 
heifers near Harare 
in Zimbabwe.

BELOW: 
Beefmaster cattle 
in Masvingo, 
Zimbabwe. The 
breed has adapted 
well to this area. 
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Beefmaster – a success 
story around the world



many commercial herds. Many 
farmers have been persuaded 
to purchase Beemaster bulls 
due to the cow’s ability to wean 
heavier calves and still conceive 
a second time. Many bulls 
bred from Beefmaster cows 
do exceptionally well at sales 
throughout Southern Africa. 

Beefmaster cattle are also 
popular among feedlot owners 
due to their good growth 
and the premium prices they 
command as a result.
•  Type and skin colour
The Beefmaster is not colour- 
specific, but this is an easy trait 
to change within a generation 
or two. Farmers are encouraged, 

however, to select for 
type and functionality.

Farmers farming 
on sourveld and in 
colder areas tend to 
prefer smaller-framed 
Beefmasters, while 
cattle in Botswana 
tend to be a bit higher 
in the leg as they need 
to walk further. 

These traits are 
all recognised and 
implemented in the 
breed. Lasater was well-
known for his saying: 
“form follows function”. 
•  Commercial market
Producing good 

weaners and achieving high 
levels of fertility are prime 
considerations for commercial 
farmers, who are all in the 
cattle industry to make a 
profit. The Beefmaster has the 
right attributes to help these 
farmers achieve that objective.

With its good constitution, 
backed by the unbeatable 
Lasater philosophy and readily 
available genetics, the Beefmaster 
breed can make a significant 
difference to your herd. 

It’s never too late to buy 
a Beefmaster bull! 
• Phone the Beefmaster Cattle 
Breeders’ Society on 056 817 2404 
or visit.beefmastersa.co.za.

production achieved through 
heterosis can be further improved 
by having both a crossbred 
calf and a crossbred cow. 

The Beefmaster is based 
on a three-way cross. This 
system achieves a higher 
level of retained heterosis 
than a two-breed system.

The advantage of hybrid vigour 
is well-known in agriculture. In 
the maize industry, for example, 
the use of hybrid seed has 
resulted in maize yields five times 
higher than those of 70 years ago. 
•  The Brahman influence
The influence of the Brahman 
(Bos taurus indicus) forms the 
foundation of the Beefmaster 
breed. First-acceptance cows 
with Brahman genes are 
therefore the basis of the 
Beefmaster community. 

Much research has been 
carried out on the Brahman 
influence worldwide, which is 
why many breeds have been 
developed using a Brahman 
crossing. Advantages such 
as heat- and tick-resistance, 
adaptability, walking ability, 
and longevity are just some of 
the positive traits of this breed. 
• Open herd book and 
large genepool
The Beefmaster Society of South 
Africa allows producers to 
upgrade their own cattle by  
using registered Beefmaster  
bulls. The genetic standard of 
these bulls is far higher today 
than 20 years ago. However, a 
gene for a particular trait cannot 
be bred into a herd if it is not 
present in the first place. A 
specific gene has to be acquired 
from another breed to optimise 
genetic composition. As a 
composite breed, the Beefmaster 
makes use of the best genes 
available worldwide. Farmers 
always have the option to 
introduce new genetic material to 
their herds, thereby developing 
the best animal possible. 
•  Proven in the region
The Beefmaster breed does well 
throughout Southern Africa. It 
adapts well and has ‘beefed up’ 
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TOP : 
A Beefmaster 

heifer in Masvingo, 
Zimbabwe. 

Beefmasters 
tend to wean 
heavy calves.

ABOVE : 
A Beefmaster- cross 

calf near Lusaka, 
Zambia. These 

calves do extremely 
well on stover.


